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1 . GENERAL ATMOSPHERE REMAINS RELATIVELY CALM. TO 

OUR KNOWLEDGE THERE HAVE BEEN NO SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS OTHER THAN 
THOSE ALREADY REPORTED. WE HAVE HEARD RUMORS OF OTHER INCIDENTS 
BUT HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO SUBSTANTIATE ANY OF THEM. CAMPAIGN HAS 
BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY EXTENSIVE INTIMIDATION OF POLITICAL PARTY 
SUPPORTERS BY BOTH GOLKAR FUNCTIONARIES AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AT 
ALL LEVELS. POLITICAL PARTY CAMPAIGNERS HAVE NOT BEEN PERMITTED TO 
ENTER EITHER GOVERNMENT OR PRIVATE AGRICULTURAL ESTATES FOR CAMPAIGN- 
ING WHILE GOLKAR HAS HAD FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT IN THOSE AREAS. IF THIS 
GAMBIT SUCCEEDS. IT WILL PRESENT GOLKAR WITH A SIGNIFICANT BLOC OF 
VOTES, I.E., THE ESTATES WORKERS, PARTICULARLY IN NORTH SUMATRA AND 
TO A LESSER DEGREE IN ACEH, JAMBI AND RIAU. THE PRESS HAS BEEN 
RIGIDLY CONTROLLED; AND ON OFFICIAL ORDER, GOLKAR RALLIES HAVE BEEN 
REPORTED AS BEING HEAVILY ATTENDED WHEN IN FACT MANY HAVE NOT BEEN. 
RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT AND MILITARY OFFICIALS HAVE EVEN ORDERED THAT 
REPORTING ON THE INDIAN ELECTIONS AND THE AFTERMATH OF THE ELECTIONS 
IN PAKISTAN BE STRICTLY LIMITED. THE CAMPAIGN HAS SEEN A STEADY FLOW 
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OF SENIOR GOI OFFICIALS CAMPAIGNING FOR GOLKAR. EVERY CONCEIVABLE 
OCCASION HAS BEEN USED BY THEM TO VISIT AND PLUG FOR GOLKAR. 

THESE EFFORTS HAVE NOT ALL BEEN SUCCESSFUL: AMIR MURTONO HAS 
GONE TO ACEH FOUR TIMES IN THE PAST MONTH TO TRY TO REPAIR THE DAMAGE 
DONE BY THE ABORTED ATTEMPT OF ADAM MALIK TO MEET DAUD BUREUEH. 

2. IN SPITE OF THESE PRODIGIOUS EFFORTS BY THE GOI AND GOLKAR, AND 
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PERHAPS BECAUSE OF THEM IN SOME CASES, OUR PRE-ELECTION FORECAST IS 
SOMEWHAT LESS OPTIMISTIC FOR A RESOUNDING GOLKAR VICTORY THAN AT THE 
BEGINNING OF THE CAMPAIGN. WHILE WE STILL BELIEVE GOLKAR WILL WIN, 

WE NOW THINK THEIR PERCENTAGE OF THE VOTE WILL DROP BY A FEW POINTS 
IN NORTH SUMATRA, ACEH, RIAU, AND WEST SUMATRA FROM THE LEVELS 
REACHED IN THE 1971 GENERAL ELECTION. THE VOTE FOR PPP WILL PROBABLY 
BE GREATER THAN IN 1971 (FOR THE MOSLEM PARTIES) BY ROUGHLY THE 
AMOUNT OF GOLKAR'S LOSSES. WE EXPECT NO SIGNIFICANT GAINS OR 
LOSSES FOR PDI. 

3. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THERE WILL BE ANY MAJOR VIOLENCE BEFORE OR 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE ELECTION THAT MIGHT CAUSE CONCERN FOR AMER- 
ICANS OR OTHER FOREIGNERS IN THIS AREA. THERE ARE SOME INDICATIONS, 
HOWEVER, THAT LOCAL CHINESE ARE INDIVIDUALLY TRYING TO PREPARE FOR 
ANY EVENTUALITY ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO SIGN THAT THIS IS BEING 
DONE IN ANY ORGANIZED WAY. POLICE AND MILITARY AUTHORITIES SEEM 
TO HAVE TAKEN ALL NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS AGAINST AN OUTBREAK OF 
VIOLENCE. WE UNDERSTAND THAT MOST OF THOSE IN THIS AREA INVOLVED 
IN THE KOMMANDO JIHAD HAVE BEEN ARRESTED AS HAVE SOME OF THE MORE 
MILITANT MOSLEM PREACHERS AND SUSPECTED ADHERENTS OF THE OUTLAWED 
DARUL ISLAM MOVEMENT. IN THE LONGER RUN, HOWEVER, ALIENATED MEMBERS 
OF THESE AND OTHER GROUPS COULD REACT VIOLENTLY TO ANY INDICATIONS 
THE ELECTIONS WERE RIGGED OR TO ANY SIGN THAT THE GOI IS LOSING 
ITS ABILITY TO CONTROL THE SITUATION. 

KIT PATRICK 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ELECTION FORECASTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 27-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MEDAN00141 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 48-0605 
Format: TEL 
From: MEDAN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977041 5/aaaaalys.tel 

Line Count: 87 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 0f4fc19c-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2680447 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PROGNOSIS FOR GENERAL ELECTIONS IN NORTHERN SUMATRA 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, ID 
To: JAKARTA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/0f4fc1 9c-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



